
Heavy use of the Baltic Sea by 
maritime sectors as well as the lack of 

protected areas hinder Blue Carbon 
potentials
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The Ocean Economy is expected to double in size by 

2030, offering significant investment opportunities

Shipmap.org

A map with the trend in 2009 and in 2030 for all the sectors presented in the report. (Ref: Future Trends in the Baltic Sea (2010)wwf_future_trends_in_the_baltic_sea_2010_1.pdf (panda.org))

2009

https://wwfint.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/wwf_future_trends_in_the_baltic_sea_2010_1.pdf
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Figure: Gross turnover of all sectors relating to the Baltic Blue Economy between 2016 and 2018. Data from 
Eurostat and Blue Indicators Dashboard (WWF Baltic Seascape Financial Flows Report (in publ.)

The Baltic Blue Economy

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/structural-business-statistics/overview
https://blueindicators.ec.europa.eu/access-online-dashboard
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Average annual growth rate of each economic sector between 2016 and 2018
(WWF Baltic Seascape Financial Flows Report (in publ.)
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Environmental & Social impact assessment of Financial Flows

Key to Table

Table: Environmental and social assessment of Baltic 
economic sectors. A high percentage score denotes 
overall negative environmental and social performance, a 
score below 50% denotes an overall positive 
performance.

On balance, the majority of current 

finance was shown to flow into 

activities that hinder the attainment 

of a Sustainable Blue Economy. 
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Example of a sector’s negative environmental & social impacts

❖ MPAs are essential for long-term management of the 

ocean’s natural capital & tackling overuse of marine 

resources.

Bottom 

trawling 

impacting on 

the integrity 

of the 

seabed 

habitats.



Only 7% of the total 16% 

marine areas designated as 

MPAs in the Baltic have a 

management plan in place
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Ecosystem-based MSP: How are we doing in Europe? 

© Green Renaissance / WWF-US

• Cornerstone of the EU legal framework: The 

Maritime Spatial Planning Directive (MSPD)

• MSPD sets up broad goals and 

requirements, including applying the 

ecosystem-based approach

• Cross-over framework intertwined with many 

other policies and legislation at multiple 

levels

• Many challenges, with competition for space 

due to growing sectors vs. spatial protection 

targets 

A schematic view of the MSPD multi-level policy interconnections, WWF, 2021
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WWF currently assessing all EU Baltic MSPs incl. Åland

© Green Renaissance / WWF-US

• 6 National MSPs have scored 1 

• 3 National MSPs have scored 0.5

• Not doing too badly in the region

• But drivers of BCE loss and Policy 

enforcement remain issues
WWF Baltic MSP Assessment 

Report (in publ. )

Scoring system associates three levels of success 

in delivering on the indicator’s objective(s):

Zero (0) point/visual code red would be 

associated with a failure to achieve the indicator’s 

objective(s)

Half (0.5) a point/visual orange code would be 

associated with an a need for improvement, an 

indicator partly achieved

One (1) point/visual code green would be 

associated an indicator successfully achieved



Photo by Kenneth Carpina from Pexels

In Sum

Governments, Industry and Finance must act 
- and collaborate - to ensure that efforts to 
operate more sustainably do in fact lead to a 
vibrant and sustainable Baltic Sea

Need to categorise BCE projects according to 
a range of criteria, for example level of 
investibility, degree of conservation impact, 
applicability to the community context, the 
expected rate of return, disaster risk relief 
and so forth…

The protection and restoration of BCEs have 
the potential to add substantially to climate 
mitigation efforts, however under BAU 
trajectories BCEs are expected to decline 
further
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• Implement ecosystem-based Marine Spatial 
Planning asap

• Establish minimum thresholds for seafloor 
disturbance (in the MSFD)

• Integrate the “Blue” and “Green” economic 
agendas; align finance, climate, restoration and 
biodiversity agendas (EU & National level)

• Adopt Sustainable Blue Economy Principles & 
UNEP FI SBE Finance Principles and Guidnace

• Need strong government action on carbon and 
regulatory frameworks for both industry and 
finance to take the necessary action needed 
towards sustainability

Action PointsKey Take-aways

Baltic Blue Economy is large and growing with 
majority share of financial flows into sectors 
hindering a Sustainable Blue Economy

Business and Finance actors can play an important 
role in a sustainable transition by reducing the 
viability of unsustainable economic activities

Tools and mechanisms are needed to price 
beneficial and harmful environmental and social 
impacts into the financing of maritime economic 
activities

Mainstream finance must urgently be redirected 
towards sustainable development pathways in 
order to restore protect and sustainably use the 
ocean



Valerie de Liedekerke

Baltic Ecoregion Programme 
Manager & Interim Director

Valerie.deLiedekerke@wwf.se

www.panda.org/baltic

Thank you!

TACK!Resources:

1. Future trends in the Baltic 

Sea | WWF (panda.org)

2. Turning Adversity into 

Opportunity

3. Ecosystem-based MSP and 

how to assess it

4. Nature protection and 

Offshore Renewable 

Energy in the EU

5. Mitigating climate change 

impacts on food security 

from the ocean

6. Improving International 

Ocean Governance for Life 

Below Water

7. The Role of MPAs

8. Achieving ecosystem-

based marine spatial plans

9. MPAs our allies in good 

ocean governance and 

climate change mitigation

https://wwf.panda.org/wwf_news/?194764/Future-trends-in-the-Baltic-Sea
https://wwf.panda.org/wwf_news/?194764/Future-trends-in-the-Baltic-Sea
https://wwwwwfse.cdn.triggerfish.cloud/uploads/2019/01/ostersjorapporten-2013-bcg-turning-adversity-into-opportunity.pdf
https://wwfeu.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/wwf_eb_maritime_spatial_planning_guidance_paper_march_2021.pdf
https://wwfeu.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/wwf_epo_position_paper_offshore_renewable_energy_and_nature.pdf
https://wwfeu.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/wwf_climatechange_oceanfoodsecurity_policyrecommendations_2019.pdf#:~:text=WWF%20calls%20on%20the%20EU%20to%20provide%20global,required%20to%20deliver%20the%20European%20Union%202030%20Agenda.
https://wwfeu.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/wwf_sdg14_policy_report_summary.pdf
https://wwfeu.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/mpa_fact_sheet___the_role_of_mpas.pdf
https://wwfeu.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/wwf_position_paper_ecosystem_based_approach_in_msp___feb2020.pdf
https://www.wwf.eu/?907241/Marine-Protected-Areas-our-allies-in-good-ocean-governance-and-climate-change-mitigation
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Focus: securing MPAs through ecosystem-based MSP 
to alleviate climate change

© Green Renaissance / WWF-US
WWF/ Eric Liebermann
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Many reports focusing on the need for a 
“Sustainable Blue Economy” 

and helping to build the case.

2010

2014

2015

In publ.

2019

2021
2018 2020
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